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SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY DEVICE AND
METHOD OF FORMING THEREOF

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims the benefit of
priority from prior US prior provisional Patent Application
No. 61/868,638, filed on Aug. 22, 2013, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described in the present specification relate
to a semiconductor memory device and a method of forming
thereof.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, a resistance varying memory device
employing a variable resistance element as a storage element
has been receiving attention.

In order to cause a variable resistance element to function
as a memory cell of a resistance varying type memory, it may
be required to perform a forming operation as an initial setting
operation. This forming operation is performed by applying a
certain forming voltage to the variable resistance element to
form a filament path in the variable resistance element,
thereby setting the variable resistance element to a certain
resistance state.

There is a need for a semiconductor memory device
capable of executing this forming operation efficiently and
with low power consumption.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an example of a block diagram of a nonvolatile
memory according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an example of a perspective view of part of a
memory cell array 1.

FIG. 3 is an example of a cross-sectional view of a single
memory cell portion taken along the line I-I' looking in the
direction of the arrows in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an example of a perspective view of part of the
memory cell array 1 in the case of adopting a three-dimen-
sional structure of a multiply stacked memory structure.

FIG. 5 is an example of a cross-sectional view taken along
the line II-II' of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is an example of a circuit diagram of a memory cell
array according to the embodiment.

FIG. 7 is an example of a perspective view showing a
stacked structure of the memory cell array according to the
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is an example of a cross-sectional view of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 is an example of a schematic view showing a pro-
cedure of a forming operation in a first embodiment.

FIG. 10 is an example of a schematic view showing the
procedure of the forming operation in the first embodiment.

FIG. 11 is an example of a graph showing a relationship
between a forming voltage VT and the number of memory
cells that have had the forming operation thereon completed.

FIG. 12 is an example of a graph showing a relationship
between a voltage value of the forming voltage Vfand a pulse
width T of the forming voltage V1.

FIG. 13 is an example of a schematic view showing a
configuration of a semiconductor memory device in a second
embodiment.
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FIG. 14 is an example of a schematic view showing a
procedure of a forming operation in the second embodiment.

FIG. 15 is an example of a schematic view showing the
procedure of the forming operation in the second embodi-
ment.

FIG. 16 is an example of a schematic view showing a
procedure of a forming operation in a third embodiment.

FIG. 17 is an example of a block diagram of a nonvolatile
memory according to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A semiconductor memory device in an embodiment
described below comprises: a memory cell array including
memory cells arranged therein, the memory cell being dis-
posed at an intersection of a plurality of first lines and a
plurality of second lines, the second lines being disposed
intersecting the first lines, and the memory cell including a
variable resistance element; and a control circuit that controls
the memory cell array. The control circuit is configured to, in
the caseofexecuting a forming operation sequentially on a
plurality of the memory cells, lower a forming voltage applied
to the memory cell selected during the forming operation, as
the forming operation progresses.

Next, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is an example of a block diagram of a nonvolatile
memory according to a first embodiment.

This nonvolatile memory comprises a memory cell array 1
having memory cells disposed in a matrix therein, each
memory cell using a variable resistance element which will be
described later.

Provided at a position adjacent in a bit line BL direction of
the memory cell array 1 is a column control circuit 2 that
controls a bit line BL. of the memory cell array 1 and applies
avoltage for data write to the memory cell and data read from
the memory cell.

Moreover, provided at a position adjacent in a word line
WL direction of the memory cell array 1 is a row control
circuit 3 capable of selecting a word line WL of the memory
cell array 1 and applies a voltage for data write to the memory
cell and data read from the memory cell.

A data input/output butfer 4 is connected to an external host
11 via an [/O line to receive write data, output read data, and
receive address data or command.

The data input/output buffer 4 sends received write data to
the column control circuit 2, and receives data read from the
column control circuit 2 to be outputted to external host 11.
An address supplied to the data input/output buffer 4 from
external is sent to the column control circuit 2 and the row
control circuit 3 via an address register 5.

In addition, the command interface 6 receives an external
control signal from the host 11, judges whether data inputted
to the data input/output buffer 4 is write data or a command or
an address, and if a command, receives the data and transfers
the data to a state machine 7 as a command signal.

The state machine 7 is capable of controlling this nonvola-
tile memory overall, receiving a command from the host 11
via the command interface 6, and performing read, write,
management of input/output of data, and so on. In addition, it
is also possible for status information controlled by the state
machine 7 to be received by the external host 11, thereby
enabling an operation result to be judged by the external host
11. Moreover, this status information is utilized also in con-
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trol of write. Furthermore, the state machine 7 is capable of
controlling a pulse generator 9. The pulse generator 9 is
capable of outputting a pulse of any voltage and any timing.
The pulse generator 9 generates these pulses based on a
voltage supplied from a voltage generating circuit.

Now, the generated pulse can be transferred to any line
selected by the column control circuit 2 and the row control
circuit 3. Note that elements of peripheral circuits other than
the memory cell array 1 can be formed on a Si substrate
directly below the memory cell array 1. Then, chip area of this
nonvolatile memory can be made substantially equal to area
of the memory cell array 1.

FIG. 2 is aperspective view of part of the memory cell array
1,and FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a single memory cell
portion taken along the line I-I' and looking in the direction of
the arrows in FIG. 2. Word lines WL0-WL2 acting as a plu-
rality of first lines are arranged in parallel, bit lines BLO-BL2
acting as second lines are arranged in parallel intersecting
these word lines WL0O-WL2, and a memory cell MC is dis-
posed at each of intersections of these word lines and bit lines
to be sandwiched by both lines. The first and second lines are
desirably of a material that is heat resistant and has a low
resistance value. For example, the likes of W, Wi, NiSi, and
CoSi may be employed as the material.

As shown in FIG. 3, the memory cell MC is a circuit having
a variable resistance element VR connected between the bit
line BL and the word line WL. Disposed below and above the
variable resistance element VR in a Z direction are electrodes
EL1 and EL.2 that function as a barrier metal and an adhesive
layer. The variable resistance element VR is disposed on the
electrode EL1, and the electrode EL.2 is disposed on the
variable resistance element VR. As an electrode material of
the electrode EL2, a material is employed that includes a
metal element that forms conductive filament. The following
may be selected as the metal element employed in the elec-
trode EL.2, namely, for example, Ag, Ni, Co, Al, Zn, Ti, Ta,
Cu, and so on. The electrode EL.2 may also further have the
following stacked therein, namely, impurity-doped silicon,
W, Ti, TiN,, TiSi,, TiSi,N,, Ta, TaN,, and TaSi,N,. Various
kinds of metal elements may be used as the electrode EL1.
The electrode EL1 may be selected from, for example, impu-
rity-doped silicon, W, Ti, TiN,, TiSi,, TiSi,N,, Ta, TaN_, and
TaSi,N,, or stacked structures of these.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 4, it is also possible to adopt
a three-dimensional structure having the above-described
memory structure multiply stacked. FIG. 5 is a cross-sec-
tional view showing a cross-section taken along the line II-II'
of FIG. 4. The example illustrated is a memory cell array
having a four layer structure configured from cell array layers
MAO0-MA3. A word line WL0; is shared by memory cells
MC0 and MC1 below and above the word line WL0y, a bitline
BL1i is shared by memory cells MC1 and MC2 below and
above the bit line BL1/, and a word line WL1;j is shared by
memory cells MC2 and MC3 below and above the word line
WL1;.

Moreover, it is also possible to adopt a configuration inter-
posing an interlayer insulating film between cell array layers
in the manner of line/cell/line/interlayer-insulating-layer/
line/cell/line, instead of this repetition of line/cell/line/cell.
Note that the memory cell array 1 may also be divided into
several MATs of memory cell groups. The column control
circuit 2 and the row control circuit 3 may be provided to each
MALT, each sector, or each cell array layer MA, or may be
shared by these. Moreover, these control circuits may also be
shared by a plurality of bit lines BL for reduction of area.

In the memory cell array 1 shown in FIGS. 2-5, the word
line WL and the bit line BL extend intersecting horizontally
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with respect to the substrate, and the memory cell is formed at
the intersection of those word line WL and bit line BL.

Instead of this, as shown in FIGS. 6-8, it is also possible to
adopt a configuration where the memory cell is formed at the
intersection of a bit line BL extending in a direction perpen-
dicular to the substrate and a word line WL extending in a
direction horizontal to the substrate.

An example of a structure of the memory cell array 1 will
be described with reference to FIGS. 6-8. In this memory cell
array 1, the bit line BL is formed extending in a direction
perpendicular to the substrate.

First, an example of a circuit configuration of the memory
cell array 1 will be described with reference to FIG. 6. Note
that in FIG. 6, an X direction, aY direction, and a Z direction
are mutually orthogonal, and that the X direction is a direction
perpendicular to a plane of paper. Moreover, the structure
shown in FIG. 6 is provided repeatedly in the X direction.

As shown in FIG. 6, the memory cell array 1 includes a
select transistor STr, a global bit line GBL, and a select gate
line SG, besides the above-described word line WL, bit line
BL, and memory cell MC.

As shown in FIG. 6, word lines WL1-W14 are arranged in
the Z direction and extend in the X direction. The bit lines BL
are arranged in a matrix in the X direction and the Y direction
and extend in the Z direction. The memory cells MC are
disposed between word lines WL and bit lines BL.. Therefore,
the memory cells MC are arranged in a three-dimensional
matrix in the X,Y, and Z directions.

As shown in FIG. 6, the select transistor STr is provided
between the global bit line GBL and one end of the bit line
BL. The global bit lines GBL are aligned in the X direction
and extend in the Y direction. One global bit line GBL is
commonly connected to one ends of a plurality of the select
transistors STr arranged in a line in the Y direction. In other
words, it could be said that the bit lines BL disposed in the Y
direction are connected to one global bit line GBL. The select
gate lines SG are aligned in the Y direction and extend in the
X direction. One select gate line SG is commonly connected
to gates of the select transistors STr arranged in a line in the X
direction.

Next, a stacked structure of the memory cell array 1 will be
described with reference to FIGS. 7 and 8. FIG. 7 is an
example of a perspective view showing the stacked structure
of the memory cell array 1. FIG. 8 is an example of a cross-
sectional view taken along the line A-A of FIG. 7. Note that in
FIG. 7, an interlayer insulating layer is omitted from illustra-
tion.

As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, the memory cell array 1
includes a select transistor layer 60 and a memory layer that
are stacked on a substrate 50. The select transistors STr are
disposed in the select transistor layer 60, and the memory
cells MC are disposed in the memory layer 70.

As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, the select transistor layer 60
includes a conductive layer 61, an interlayer insulating layer
62, a conductive layer 63, and an interlayer insulating layer 64
that are stacked in the Z direction perpendicular to a principal
plane of the substrate 50. The conductive layer 61 functions as
the global bit line GBL, and the conductive layer 63 functions
as the select gate line SG and as the gate of the select transistor
STr.

The conductive layers 61 are aligned with a certain pitch in
the X direction parallel to the principal plane of the substrate
50, and extend in the Y direction. The interlayer insulating
layer 62 covers an upper surface of the conductive layer 61.
The conductive layers 63 are aligned with a certain pitch in
the Y direction, and extend in the X direction. The interlayer
insulating layer 64 covers a side surface and an upper surface
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of the conductive layer 63. The conductive layers 61 and 63
are configured by, for example, polysilicon. The interlayer
insulating layers 62 and 64 are formed of, for example, silicon
oxide (Si0,).

In addition, the select transistor layer 60 includes a colum-
nar semiconductor layer 65 and a gate insulating layer 66. The
columnar semiconductor layer 65 functions as a body (chan-
nel) of the select transistor STr, and the gate insulating layer
66 functions as a gate insulating film of the select transistor
STr.

The columnar semiconductor layers 65 are disposed in a
matrix inthe X andY directions, and extend in a column shape
in the Z direction. Moreover, the columnar semiconductor
layer 65 contacts the upper surface of the conductive layer 61,
and contacts the side surface at an end in the Y direction of the
conductive layer 63 via the gate insulating layer 66. In addi-
tion, the columnar semiconductor layer 65 includes, for
example, an N+ type semiconductor layer 654, a P+ type
semiconductor layer 655, and an N+ type semiconductor
layer 65¢ that are stacked.

The N+ type semiconductor layer 65a contacts the inter-
layer insulating layer 62 at a side surface at an end in the Y
direction thereof. The P+ type semiconductor layer 656 con-
tacts the side surface of the conductive layer 63 at a side
surface at an end in the Y direction thereof. The N+ type
semiconductor layer 65¢ contacts the interlayer insulating
layer 64 at a side surface at an end in the Y direction thereof.
The N+ type semiconductor layers 65a and 65¢ are formed of
polysilicon doped with an N+ type impurity, and the P+ type
semiconductor layer 655 is formed of polysilicon doped with
a P+ type impurity. The gate insulating layer 66 is configured
by, for example, silicon oxide (SiO,).

The memory layer 70 includes interlayer insulating layers
71a-71d and conductive layers 72a-72d that are stacked alter-
nately in the Z direction. The conductive layers 72a-72d
function as the word lines WL.1-WL 4. Each conductive layers
72a-72d is included in a pair of comb tooth shapes opposing
in the X direction (not illustrated). The interlayer insulating
layers 71a-71d are configured by, for example, silicon oxide
(Si0,), and the conductive layers 72a-72d are configured by,
for example, polysilicon.

In addition, the memory layer 70 includes a columnar
conductive layer 73 and a variable resistance layer 74. The
columnar conductive layers 73 are disposed in a matrix in the
X and Y directions contacting an upper surface of the colum-
nar semiconductor layer 65, and extend in a column shape in
the Z direction. The columnar conductive layer 73 functions
as the bit line BL.

The variable resistance layer 74 is provided on a side sur-
face at an end in the Y direction of the columnar conductive
layer 73. The variable resistance layer 74 functions as the
variable resistance element VR.

The variable resistance layer 74 is provided between the
columnar conductive layer 73 and side surfaces at ends in the
Y direction of the conductive layers 72a-72d.

The columnar conductive layer 73 is formed of, for
example, polysilicon, and the variable resistance layer 74 is
configured by, for example, a metal oxide (an oxide of Hf, W,
Ti, Ta, or the like).

As described above, the memory cell array 1 includes two
types, namely: a flat surface type memory cell array where the
bit line BL. and the word line WL extend in directions parallel
to the substrate, as shown in FIGS. 1-5; and a structure where
the bit line BL extends in a direction perpendicular to the
substrate and the word line WL extends in a direction hori-
zontal to the substrate, as shown in FIGS. 6-8. In either case,
the memory cell MC includes a variable resistance element.
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Immediately after manufacturing, this variable resistance ele-
ment has an extremely high resistance value and has not been
brought into a state that may be changed between a high-
resistance state and a low-resistance state. Accordingly, a
forming operation is executed in which the memory cell
including the variable resistance element is applied with a
forming voltage higher than a voltage for a setting operation
and a resetting operation. Then, it is possible to change a
resistance state between the high-resistance state and the
low-resistance state (forming operation).

The present embodiment proposes a control method in the
case of executing such a forming operation consecutively on
memory cells.

FIG. 9 shows an example of the case of executing the
forming operation consecutively on memory cells along one
bit line BL. Note that FIG. 9 is described taking as an example
the structure shown in FIGS. 6-8.

In FIG. 9, select gates SG on both sides of the select
transistor STr connected to the bit line BL are applied with a
voltage Vgl, thereby rendering the select transistor STr con-
ductive. As a result, the bit line BL is provided with a voltage
0V (ground potential) from the global bit line GBL via the
select transistor STr. On the other hand, a selected word line
is provided with a voltage V1, and other unselected word lines
are provided with a voltage which is smaller than this voltage
V1, for example, a voltage V{/2. Therefore, a selected
memory cell is applied with the voltage Vf to form the fila-
ment in the selected memory cell, while unselected memory
cells are only applied with the voltage V1/2, hence not to form
the filament in the unselected memory cells.

Inthe case of executing the forming operation sequentially
on the memory cells along one bit line BL. by switching
voltages, a leak current (sneak current) flowing in the unse-
lected memory cells increases due to the number of memory
cells that have had the forming operation completed. When
the sneak current increases, it may cause malfunction of the
circuit or destruction of memory cells. This will be described
specifically in line with FIG. 9.

As shown on the left side of FIG. 9, when all of the unse-
lected memory cells are memory cells where the forming
operation is incomplete (Virgin Bit), a size of the sneak cur-
rentis small. This is because a memory cell where the forming
operation is incomplete has an extremely high resistance
value.

On the other hand, as shown on the right side of FIG. 9,
when the unselected memory cells are all forming operation-
completed memory cells, the size of the sneak current is larger
compared to in the left side of FIG. 9. This is because a
forming operation-completed memory cell has a resistance
value which is smaller compared to the case where the form-
ing operation is incomplete. Explanation has been made,
taking the structure shown in FIGS. 6-8 as an example, but a
similar phenomenon occurs also in a structure shown in
FIGS. 1-5.

The amount of the sneak current changes due to the number
of forming operation-completed memory cells, so the inven-
tors of this application propose an operation shown in FIG.
10. The control circuit of the present embodiment is config-
ured to enable such an operation to be executed.

In this first embodiment, the control circuit is configured
such that as the number of memory cells that have had the
forming operation completed increases, a value of the form-
ing voltage is more decreased. Specifically, as shown in “1.”
of FIG. 10, when the number of forming operation-completed
memory cells among the memory cells along one bit line BL,
is zero, the forming voltage V{ applied to the selected word
line WL is set to a maximum value of VI1. On the other hand,
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a voltage applied to the unselected word lines WL is set to a
value which is smaller than this Vfl, for example, Vf1/2.

Thereafter, as the forming operation progresses and the
number of memory cells that have had the forming operation
thereon completed increases, the value of the forming voltage
VT applied to the selected word line is gradually lowered
(refer to FIG. 11). Moreover, the value of the voltage applied
to the unselected word lines is also gradually lowered accord-
ingly. As an example, the value of the forming voltage Vf
applied to the selected word line is lowered sequentially, in
the manner of V12, VI3 (<V12), Vi4 (<V13), . vi6 ..
Moreover, the value of the voltage applied to the unselected
word lines is also lowered, in themanner of V{2/2, V{3/2,
Vi4/2,...,VI6/2 .. ..

In addition, it is preferable that as the number of memory
cells that have had the forming operation completed
increases, the forming voltage V1 is lowered, and in addition
to this, a pulse width T of the forming voltage Vfis conversely
increased (refer to FIG. 11). In other words, the voltage value
of'the forming voltage Vf and the pulse width T of the forming
voltage Vimay be set to a substantially inversely proportional
relationship as shown in FIG. 11. The pulse width T increas-
ing can cover the lowering of the voltage value of the forming
voltage V1.

In the case that the forming voltage VT applied to the
selected memory cell lowers in the manner of V1, V12, V13,

., the voltage applied to the selected memory cell lowers,
but the value of the previously-mentioned sneak current is
reduced. Therefore, a voltage drop in the select transistor STr,
and so on, decreases. As a result, a voltage can be applied to
the selected memory cell more efficiently compared to the
case where the same forming voltage Vf continues to be
applied regardless of the increase in the number of memory
cells that have had the forming operation completed as in FIG.
9. Moreover, since the sneak current is reduced, power con-
sumption can be suppressed.

Note that the case of the structure shown in FIGS. 6-8 has
been described above as an example, but a similar operation
may be adopted also to a structure shown in FIGS. 1-5. For
example, the forming operation can be performed by apply-
ing the selected bit line Bl with 0V and the selected word line
WL with the forming voltage V{, while applying the unse-
lected bit lines BL with Vf and the unselected word lines WL
with a voltage V1/2. In this case, the value of the forming
voltage Vf can be lowered in the manner of Vf1, V2, V13, ..

, based on the increase in forming operation-completed
memory cells due to progression of the forming operation.

In addition, the amount or pulse width of the forming
voltage may be changed in a quadratic or exponential manner,
instead of linearly as in FIGS. 11 and 12. Moreover, assuming
two or more memory cells to be one memory cell group, the
amount or pulse width of the forming voltage may be changed
according to a memory cell group including the memory
cells.

Second Embodiment

Next, a semiconductor memory device according to a sec-
ond embodiment will be described with reference to FIGS. 13
and 14. The semiconductor memory device of the second
embodiment adopts the structure shown in FIGS. 6-8 as the
memory cell array. In FIG. 13, configurative elements iden-
tical to those in FIGS. 6-8 are assigned with identical refer-
ence symbols to those assigned in FIGS. 6-8, hence a dupli-
cated description of such configurative elements is omitted
below.
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Inthe memory cell array of this embodiment, a shape ofthe
bit line BL has a reverse tapered shape becoming narrower in
width as it is closer to a global bit line GBL side (substrate
side). Moreover, a film thickness of the variable resistance
layer 74 formed on a sidewall of the bit line BL is also
configured in a reverse tapered shape becoming thinner as itis
closer to the global bit line GBL side.

The semiconductor memory device of this second embodi-
ment performs the following forming operation in a memory
cell including the columnar conductive layer 73 having such
a reverse tapered shape.

That is, when the columnar conductive layer 73 has a
reverse tapered shape, the lower the layer in which the colum-
nar conductive layer 73 is positioned, the film thickness of the
variable resistance layer 74 becomes thinner as it is closer to
the global bit line GBL side. A memory cell in a lower layer
where the film thickness of the variable resistance layer 74 is
thin can complete the forming operation by a lower forming
voltage. Moreover, as a result, in the present embodiment, as
shown in FIG. 14, from among memory cells along the
columnar conductive layer 73, the forming operation is
started from a memory cell that is in an upper layer which is
a side far from the substrate. And the forming operation is
continued while sequentially selecting the memory cell
toward the lower layer. In addition, the voltage value of the
applied forming voltage V1 is set to a value that is larger the
more upwardly positioned is the layer of the memory cell
(VI1>V12>V{3 . . . ). Moreover, the voltage applied to the
unselected memory cells is also similarly reduced in the man-
ner of VI1/2, V12/2, V13/2 . . ..

In the case where such an operation is performed, the
forming operation is enabled even when the forming voltage
provided to a memory cell in alower layer is low, and in a final
stage of the forming operation when the sneak current
increases, the forming operation can be completed at a lower
forming voltage.

In addition, similarly to in the first embodiment, the form-
ing voltage or the pulse width may be changed in a quadratic
manner or in an exponential manner. Moreover, assuming two
or more memory cells adjacent in a stacking direction to be
one memory cell group, the size or pulse width of the forming
voltage may be changed according to a memory cell group.

Furthermore, as in FIG. 15, it is possible to adopt a proce-
dure that, from an upper layer toward a lower layer, after
performing the forming operation on two memory cells dis-
posed in the same layer, next performs the forming operation
sequentially on the two memory cells to left and right posi-
tioned in a layer one layer below. As a result, a high forming
voltage can be provided to a memory cell where the film
thickness of the variable resistance layer 74 is thick.

Third Embodiment

Next, a semiconductor memory device according to a third
embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 16. The
semiconductor memory device of the third embodiment
adopts the structure shown in FIGS. 6-8 as the memory cell
array, similarly to the second embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 16, the semiconductor memory device of
this third embodiment executes the forming operation alter-
nately in a pair of bit lines BL (for example, BL.1 and BL2)
adjacent in a longitudinal direction (Y direction in FIG. 7) of
the global bit line GBL. Sequentially selecting these two bit
lines BL and applying voltages by the procedure below
results in the forming operation being completed at a low
forming voltage.
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The procedure for application of voltages will be described
with reference to FIG. 16.

First, as shown in “1.” of FIG. 16, select gates SG on both
sides of a select transistor STrl connected to the bit line BL.1
are applied with a voltage Vgl, thereby the select transistor
STr1 is turned on. The global bit line GBL is applied with a
voltage 0 V (ground potential), whereby the bit line BL1 is
provided with 0 V. In this state, the word line WL1 is provided
with the forming voltage V1, whereby the forming operation
onamemory cell M1 along the bit line BL1 is executed. Next,
the word line WL3 is provided with the forming voltage VT,
whereby the forming operation on a memory cell M3 along
the bit line BL1 is executed.

On the other hand, in a select transistor STr2 connected to
the bit line BL.2 adjacent to this bit line BL1, the select gate
SG on one side is applied with the voltage Vg1, but the select
gate SG on the other side is applied with a voltage Vg2,
whereby the select transistor STr2 is turned off. As a result,
the bit line BL2 is brought into a floating state. However, a
leak current sometimes flows even when the select transistor
STr2 is turned off. Therefore, in memory cells M5 and M7
that are at positions facing the previously-mentioned memory
cells M1 and M3, the forming operation progresses slightly.
Specifically, in the selected memory cells M1 and M3, a
filament path is formed sufficiently by the forming operation,
but a minute filament path is formed in part of the unselected
memory cells M5 and M7. Accordingly, a partial forming
operation progresses in such the unselected memory cells M5
and M7 (hereinafter, such memory cells are referred to as a
memory cell that has been brought into soft-forming).

Next, as shown in “2.”” of FIG. 16, the select transistor STr2
is turned on, while the select transistor STr1 is turned off. As
aresult, the bit line BL.2 is provided with 0V, while the bitline
BL1 is brought into a floating state. In this state, when the
word line WL2 is provided with the forming voltage, the
forming operation is executed in a memory cell M6 shown in
the drawing. In this case, soft-forming progresses in a
memory cell M2 that is at a facing position. Next, when the
word line WL4 is provided with the forming voltage, the
forming operation is executed in a memory cell M8 shown in
the drawing. In this case, soft-forming progresses in a
memory cell M4 that is at a facing position.

Thereafter, the selected bit line is switched in a similar
manner to perform the forming operation sequentially in the
memory cells M2 and M4, and following this, the forming
operation is executed sequentially in the memory cells M5
and M7. Now, as shown in 2. of FIG. 16, the forming opera-
tion or soft-forming are completed on the memory cells
M1-M8 disposed at intersections of the word lines WL shared
by the bit lines BL.1 and BL2. Then, as shown in “3”” (and
“4.”) of FIG. 16, the forming operation of the memory cells
M2, M4, M5, and M7 that have undergone soft-forming is
executed. At this time, the forming operation progresses eas-
ily at a low forming voltage because these memory cells have
undergone soft-forming at a stage of 1. and 2. of FIG. 16.

Therefore, the forming operation of this embodiment
enables the forming operation to be completed at a lower
forming voltage in a final stage of the forming operation when
the sneak current increases. As a result, power consumption
can be reduced.

[Other]

As shown in FIG. 17, the forming operation can also be
performed by a tester TST. The control circuit can execute the
forming operation on the memory cell by sending a forming
command to the command interface 6 from the tester TST.

While certain embodiments of the inventions have been
described, these embodiments have been presented by way of
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example only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the
inventions. Indeed, the novel methods and systems described
herein may be embodied in a variety of other forms; further-
more, various omissions, substitutions and changes in the
form of the methods and systems described herein may be
made without departing from the spirit of the inventions. The
accompanying claims and their equivalents are intended to
cover such forms or modifications as would fall within the
scope and spirit of the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A semiconductor memory device, comprising:

a memory cell array including memory cells, the memory
cells being disposed at an intersection of first lines and
second lines, the second lines being disposed intersect-
ing the first lines, and the memory cell including a vari-
able resistance element; and

a control circuit,

the control circuit being configured to execute a forming
operation sequentially to the memory cells, and

applies a forming voltage to a selected memory cell of the
memory cells, and control the forming voltage such that
the forming voltage becomes lower as the forming
operation progresses.

2. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 1,

wherein

the control circuit is configured to execute the forming
operation sequentially on first memory cells along the
first line, and control the forming operation such that the
forming voltage becomes lower according to the number
of the first memory cells that have had the forming
operation completed.

3. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 2,

wherein

the control circuit applies the selected memory cell with
the forming voltage,

while applying an unselected memory cell different from
the selected memory cell with an unselected voltage
smaller than the forming voltage.

4. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 3,

wherein

the control circuit is configured to control the forming
operation such that a voltage value of the forming volt-
age sequentially becomes lower, while an application
time of the forming voltage becomes longer.

5. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 1,

wherein

the first lines extend in a first direction which is a direction
perpendicular to a substrate, and

a plurality of the second lines are disposed in the first
direction and extend in a second direction which is a
direction horizontal to the substrate.

6. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 5,

wherein

the control circuit executes the forming operation sequen-
tially on the memory cells along the first line.

7. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 5,

wherein

the control circuit is configured to control the forming
operation such that a voltage value of the forming volt-
age sequentially becomes lower, while an application
time of the forming voltage becomes longer.

8. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 5,

wherein

a film thickness of the variable resistance element becomes
thicker as a distance of the variable resistance element
from the substrate becomes larger, and
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the control circuit is configured to perform the forming
operation sequentially from the memory cells along the
first line that are on a side far from the substrate toward
the memory cells along the first line that are on a side
close to the substrate, and

the forming voltage is lowered with increasing proximity

to the substrate.

9. The semiconductor memory device according to claim 5,
further comprising

a third line extending in the first direction, the third line

being adjacent to the first line,

wherein the plurality of the second lines are shared by the

first line and the third line, and

the control circuit is configured to execute the forming

operation on a first memory cell disposed at an intersec-
tion of the first line and a selected second line selected
from the plurality of second lines, and then execute the
forming operation on a second memory cell disposed at
an intersection of the third line and the selected second
line.

10. A method of forming of a semiconductor memory
device, the semiconductor memory device comprising a
memory cell array including memory cells, the memory cell
being disposed at an intersection of first lines and second
lines, the second lines being disposed intersecting the first
lines, and the memory cell including a variable resistance
element, the method comprising:

sequentially executing a forming operation

to apply a forming voltage to a selected memory cell of the

memory cells; and

controlling the forming operation such that the forming

voltage becomes lower as the forming operation
progresses.

11. The method of forming according to claim 10, wherein

the forming operation is executed sequentially on first

memory cells along a first line; and

the forming voltage is lowered according to the number of

the first memory cells that have had the forming opera-
tion completed.

12. The method of forming according to claim 10, wherein

the selected memory cell is applied with the forming volt-

age, while an unselected memory cell different from the
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selected memory cell is applied with an unselected volt-
age smaller than the forming voltage.

13. The method of forming according to claim 12, wherein

a voltage value of the forming voltage sequentially
becomes lower, while an application time of the forming
voltage becomes longer.

14. The method of forming according to claim 10, wherein

the first lines extend in a direction perpendicular to a sub-
strate,

a plurality of the second lines extend in a direction hori-
zontal to the substrate, and

the variable resistance element is sandwiched between
each of the first lines and each of the second lines.

15. The method of forming according to claim 14, wherein

the forming operation is sequentially executed on first
memory cells along the first line; and

the forming voltage is sequentially lowered according to
the number of the first memory cells that have had the
forming operation completed.

16. The method of forming according to claim 15, wherein

a voltage value of the forming voltage sequentially
becomes lower, while an application time of the forming
voltage becomes longer.

17. The method of forming according to claim 13, wherein

a film thickness of the variable resistance element becomes
thicker the as a distance of the variable resistance ele-
ment from the substrate becomes larger,

the method further comprising:

performing the forming operation sequentially from the
memory cells along the first line that are on a side far
from the substrate toward the memory cells along the
first line that are on a side close to the substrate; and

lowering the forming voltage with increasing proximity to
the substrate.

18. The method of forming according to claim 13, wherein

at least two of the first lines commonly connected to an
identical second line are alternately selected to execute
the forming operation sequentially on the memory cells
connected to the at least two of the second lines.
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